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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 

EXAMINATION REPORT International application No. PCT/ES 02yD01 67 

I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 17)): 

Description, Pages 

1-10 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1 -9 as originally filed 

Drawings, Sheets 

1/10-1 0/1 0 as originally filed 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

S the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: . 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 3-5, 8-9 

No: Claims 1 , 2, 6, 7 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 4, 5, 8, 9 

No: Claims 3 

Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: Claims 1-7 

No: Claims 

2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

1 ■ Preliminary remarks (Article 6 PCT) 

1 .1 Claim 1 not only defines a roof module itself but also specifies its relationship to a 
second entity, "a vehicle body", which is not part of the claimed roof module. 

1 .2 Expressions like "normally" (see claim 1) do not have any limiting effect on the scope 
of a claim. 

1 .3 The expression "each matching up" in claim 1 is unclear since it is not clear which 
technical feature is meant by "each" (Article 6 PCT). 

1.4 The subject-matter of claim 2 only relates to features defining said vehicle body, 
which vehicle body does not form pat of the claimed invention. Moreover, the features 
defined in claim 7 relate to a method of mounting the roof module on said vehicle 
body rather than clearly defining the roof module in terms of its technical features. 
The intended limitations are therefore not clear from these claims (Article 6 PCT). 

1 .5 According to the requirements of Rule 10.2 PCT, the terminology and the signs shall 
be consistent throughout the application. This requirement is not met in view of the 
use of the expressions "rails" and "side rails" (see claim 1), "peripheral shoulders" 
and "perimeter shoulders" (see claims 1 , 6 and 8), as well as "beads of adhesive" 
and "adhesive" (see claims 6 and 8) for the same features. 



2. Claim 1 

The document DE-A-37 25 807 (D1) is regarded as the closest prior art to the 
subject-matter of claim 1 and discloses (see D1 : column 2, lines 36-68; figures 1-4): 

A roof module (4) for vehicles having a vehicle body comprising cross members (2, 
3), side rails (8) and peripheral shoulders provided on said front and rear cross 
members (2, 3) and on said side rails (8); 

Said roof module (4) being composed of a roof panel (5), an interior trim (6, 7) of 
larger dimensions than said roof panel (5), as well as pre-installed interior 
accessories (see column 2, lines 47-49); 

Said roof panel (5) having dished recesses (19) at its front and rear edges (see 
figures 2 and 4), which recesses can engage with the front and rear cross 
members (2, 3) of the body of said vehicle, whereby said recesses are able to 
cover said body cross members at least in part; 
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Said roof panel (5) also having at least one perimeter step (12, 13), said parameter 
step being able to match up positionally with said peripheral shoulders (see figures 
2-4) thereby jointly making up a contact surface through which the roof module (4) 
can be joined to said vehicle body. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore not novel (Article 33(2) PCT). 



3. Dependent claims 2-9 

3.1 Dependent claims 2, 3, 6 and 7 do not appear to contain, any features which, in 
combination with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements 
of the PCT in respect of novelty or inventive step since the features of said claims are 
already known from document D1 or EP-A-0 300 889 (D2). 

3.2 The features of dependent claims 4, 5, 8 and 9 do not appear to be known from nor 
rendered obvious by the available prior art. As a consequence, claims 4, 5, 8 and 9 
meet the requirements of Article 33 PCT concerning novelty, inventive step and 
industrial applicability. 
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